


2 Timothy 3:162 Timothy 3:16--17 17 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1616““AllAll  ScriptureScripture  isis  givengiven  byby  inspirationinspiration  ofof  
GodGod  andand  isis  profitableprofitable  forfor  doctrine,doctrine,  forfor  
reproof,reproof,  forfor  correction,correction,  forfor  instructioninstruction  inin  
righteousnessrighteousness..””  



2 Timothy 3:162 Timothy 3:16--17 17 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1717“That“That  thethe  manman  ofof  GodGod  maymay  bebe  
completecomplete,,  thoroughlythoroughly  equippedequipped  forfor  
everyevery  goodgood  workwork..””  



3 John 1:23 John 1:2--4 4 ( K J V )( K J V )   

22“Beloved,“Beloved,  II  wishwish  aboveabove  allall  thingsthings  thatthat  
thouthou  prosperprosper  andand  bebe  inin  health,health,  eveneven  asas  
thythy  soulsoul  prosperethprospereth..””  



3 John 1:23 John 1:2--4 4 ( K J V )( K J V )   

33“For“For  II  rejoicedrejoiced  greatly,greatly,  whenwhen  thethe  
brethrenbrethren  camecame  andand  testifiedtestified  ofof  thethe  TruthTruth  
thatthat  isis  inin  thee,thee,  eveneven  asas  thouthou  walkestwalkest  inin  
thethe  TruthTruth..””  



3 John 1:23 John 1:2--4 4 ( K J V )( K J V )   

44“I“I  havehave  nono  greatergreater  joyjoy  thanthan  toto  hearhear  thatthat  
mymy  childrenchildren  walkwalk  inin  TruthTruth..””  



• True prosperity is wholeness in our 
entire spirit, soul and body. 

 

• True prosperity is wholeness in every 
area of our lives. 

 



Psalm 1:2Psalm 1:2--3 3 ( N LT )( N LT )   

22“But“But  theythey  delightdelight  inin  thethe  lawlaw  ofof  thethe  Lord,Lord,  
meditatingmeditating  onon  itit  dayday  andand  nightnight..””  



Psalm 1:2Psalm 1:2--3 3 ( N LT )( N LT )   

33“They“They  areare  likelike  treestrees  plantedplanted  alongalong  thethe  
riverbank,riverbank,  bearingbearing  fruitfruit  eacheach  seasonseason..  
TheirTheir  leavesleaves  nevernever  wither,wither,  andand  theythey  
prosperprosper  inin  allall  theythey  dodo..””  



• God’s perspective of prosperity is 
wholeness and fruitfulness in every area 
of our lives. 

 

• Because His Life and His Presence is in us. 



• In this series we are covering: 
 

–  Some obvious things 

–  Some misconceptions 

–  Some profound Truths 

–  Some practical wisdom 



• The Treasures of Your Heart 

• The Value of Giving 

• The Value of Believing  

• The Value of Stewardship 

• The Value of Work 



1. The Treasures of Your Heart 

2. The Value of Giving 

• Tithing 
• Offerings 
• Alms 



• Giving:  
 

–Principle of His Kingdom: 

• God gave His firstborn/first-fruit:  Jesus!  

•  God tithed His Son to reap us! 

•  We are born-again of the same Seed! 
 

–  The Nature of God 



John 3:16 John 3:16 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1616“For“For  GodGod  soso  lovedloved  thethe  worldworld  thatthat  HeHe  
gavegave  HisHis  onlyonly  begottenbegotten  Son,Son,  thatthat  
whoeverwhoever  believesbelieves  inin  HimHim  shouldshould  notnot  
perishperish  butbut  havehave  everlastingeverlasting  lifelife..  ””  



Romans 8:32 Romans 8:32 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

3232“He“He  WhoWho  diddid  notnot  sparespare  HisHis  OwnOwn  Son,Son,  
butbut  delivereddelivered  HimHim  upup  forfor  usus  all,all,  howhow  shallshall  
HeHe  notnot  withwith  HimHim  alsoalso  freelyfreely  givegive  usus  allall  
thingsthings..””  



Romans 5:5 Romans 5:5 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

55“Now“Now  hopehope  doesdoes  notnot  disappoint,disappoint,  
becausebecause  thethe  lovelove  ofof  GodGod  hashas  beenbeen  
pouredpoured  outout  inin  ourour  heartshearts  byby  thethe  HolyHoly  
SpiritSpirit  WhoWho  waswas  givengiven  toto  usus..””  



Ephesians 2:8 Ephesians 2:8 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

88“For“For  byby  gracegrace  youyou  havehave  beenbeen  savedsaved  
throughthrough  faith,faith,  andand  thatthat  notnot  ofof  yourselvesyourselves;;  
itit  isis  thethe  giftgift  ofof  GodGod..””  



• God gave us His… 
   …Life 

  …Nature 

  …Name 

  …Spirit 

  …Kingdom 

  …Armor 
 

WE ARE BORN OF GOD! 



• We are the most fulfilled when we are 
being fruitful and multiply. 

 

• We are the most joyful and content 
when we are living by faith in His grace. 

 

• Why? 



• ALL NATURE testifies to this TRUTH: 
 

– Seed, Time and Harvest 

– We sow (give) a single seed;  

– We reap more seeds 
 

• Fruitfulness 

• Multiplication 

• Increase 



• GIVING is a Principle of His Kingdom: 
 

– It’s a seed sown 

– To reap more seeds  

– In order to bless more people 
 

• Fruitfulness 

• Multiplication 

• Increase 

 
 



• God gives us the power to get wealth? 
 

TO ESTABLISH  
HIS COVENANT!! 



THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
IS A KINGOM OF 

INCREASE! 
 



• Some people reject the Message of 
Seed, Time, and Harvest: 
 

– “It is a Message of greed.” 

– “I don’t believe in a ‘prosperity gospel.’” 

– “There is no such principle in the Message 
of Grace” 

– “It is wrong to expect from God due to 
something we give (do)” (performance) 

 



• What were the children of God to 
EXPECT when… 
 

  …They obeyed God’s instructions at the first 
Passover? 

 

 

  

 



• What was the widow to EXPECT 
when… 
 

  …She gave her last meal to the prophet, 
Elijah? 



• What was the boy to EXPECT when… 
 

  …He gave his lunch to Jesus, in order to feed 
the multitudes? 



• What was Peter to EXPECT when… 
 

  …He lent his boat to Jesus, and…  

  …then obeyed His instructions of launching 
out into the deep and letting down the 
nets for a catch? 

 



Mark 10:29Mark 10:29--30 30 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

2929“So“So  JesusJesus  answeredanswered  andand  said,said,  
‘Assuredly,‘Assuredly,  II  saysay  toto  you,you,  therethere  isis  nono  oneone  
whowho  hashas  leftleft  househouse  oror  brothersbrothers  oror  sisterssisters  
oror  fatherfather  oror  mothermother  oror  wifewife  oror  childrenchildren  oror  
lands,lands,  forfor  MyMy  sakesake  andand  thethe  Gospel’sGospel’s,”,”  



Mark 10:29Mark 10:29--30 30 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

3030““whowho  shallshall  notnot  receivereceive  aa  hundredfoldhundredfold  
nownow  inin  thisthis  timetime——houseshouses  andand  brothersbrothers  
andand  sisterssisters  andand  mothersmothers  andand  childrenchildren  andand  
lands,lands,  withwith  persecutionspersecutions  andand  inin  thethe  ageage  
toto  come,come,  eternaleternal  lifelife..””  



• What was the Promise given to the 
church in Philippi…  

    

   …after they were the only church who gave 
their sacrificial gifts to Paul? 

 

 

 



Philippians 4:19 Philippians 4:19 ( K J V )( K J V )   

1919“But“But  mymy  GodGod  shallshall  supplysupply  allall  youryour  needneed  
accordingaccording  toto  HisHis  richesriches  inin  gloryglory  byby  ChristChrist  
JesusJesus..””  



• What shall the cheerful EXPECT who… 
 

  …sow bountifully according to the Promises 
of His Word? 

 

 

 



• What did God EXPECT when… 
 

   …He sowed Jesus on the cross for the 
redemption of the entire world? 

 

 



• What do we EXPECT when… 
 

   …we give our hearts to the Lord? 

   …we lay our hands on the sick? 

   …we believe the Promises of God? 

 

 



IF THE EXPECTATION 
OF INCREASE 

IS WRONG 
 

THEN THE GOSPEL MESSAGE 

IS WRONG! 



Romans 1:16 Romans 1:16 ( K J V )( K J V )   

1616“For“For  II  amam  notnot  ashamedashamed  ofof  thethe  GospelGospel  ofof  
ChristChrist::  forfor  itit  isis  thethe  powerpower  ofof  GodGod  untounto  
salvationsalvation  forfor  everyoneeveryone  whowho  believethbelieveth;;  toto  
thethe  JewJew  first,first,  andand  alsoalso  toto  thethe  GreekGreek..””  



Ephesians 2:8 Ephesians 2:8 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

88“For“For  byby  gracegrace  youyou  havehave  beenbeen  savedsaved  
throughthrough  faithfaith,,  andand  thatthat  notnot  ofof  yourselvesyourselves;;  
itit  isis  thethe  giftgift  ofof  GodGod..””  



Luke 6:38 Luke 6:38 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

3838““GiveGive,,  andand  itit  shallshall  bebe  givengiven  toto  youyou::  
goodgood  measure,measure,  pressedpressed  down,down,  shakenshaken  
together,together,  andand  runningrunning  overover  willwill  bebe  putput  
intointo  youryour  bosombosom..  ForFor  withwith  thethe  samesame  
measuremeasure  thatthat  youyou  use,use,  itit  willwill  bebe  
measuredmeasured  backback  toto  youyou..””  



FAITH IS A 
POSITIVE EXPECTATION 

THAT PLEASES GOD 
 

Hebrews 11:1, 6 



WHEN I GIVE 
BY FAITH 

I EXPECT GRACE 
IN MY LIFE! 



WHEN I GIVE 
BY FAITH 

I EXPECT INCREASE 
IN MY LIFE! 



• Whether I give my… 
 

   …Time 

   …Wisdom 

   …Knowledge 

   …Forgiveness 

   …Resources 

 



• I EXPECT…In my life! 
 

   …Favor… 
   …Blessing… 
   …Healing… 
   …Vision… 
   …Joy… 
   …Peace… 
   …Love… 
   …Resources… 

 



OUR FUTURE 
IS IN THE SEEDS 
WE SOW NOW 

BY FAITH 



SOW SEEDS BY FAITH: 
 

BLESS OTHERS 
AND EXPECT  

A HARVEST!  



WE ARE BLESSED  
TO BE A BLESSING! 

TO ESTABLISH  
HIS COVENANT!! 

 
 



THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
IS A KINGOM OF 

INCREASE! 
 



TITHING IS 
HONORING THE LORD 

WITH THE FIRST FRUITS 
OF OUR 

INCREASE! 



Proverbs 3:9Proverbs 3:9--10 10 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

99“Honor“Honor  thethe  LordLord  withwith  youryour  possessions,possessions,  
andand  withwith  thethe  firstfirst  fruitsfruits  ofof  allall  youryour  
increaseincrease::””  



Proverbs 3:9Proverbs 3:9--10 10 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1010“So“So  youryour  barnsbarns  willwill  bebe  filledfilled  withwith  
plenty,plenty,  andand  youryour  vatsvats  willwill  overflowoverflow  withwith  
newnew  winewine..””  



• Giving is not about our performance to 
Get… 
 

GIVING IS ABOUT 
PUTTING OUR FAITH  

IN HIS GRACE 



GOD IS WORSHIPPED  
& HE IS HONORED 

WHEN WE  
TRUST HIM  

ALONE 



• The Kingdom Law of Increase 
 

–  Is constant 

–  Does not discriminate  

–  Is undeniable/unchangeable 

 

 
 



Galatians 6:7 Galatians 6:7 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

77“Do“Do  notnot  bebe  deceived,deceived,  GodGod  isis  notnot  
mockedmocked;;  forfor  whateverwhatever  aa  manman  sowssows,,  thatthat  
hehe  willwill  alsoalso  reapreap..””  



Genesis 8:22 Genesis 8:22 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

2222“While“While  thethe  earthearth  remains,remains,  SeedtimeSeedtime  
andand  harvestharvest,,  coldcold  andand  heat,heat,  winterwinter  andand  
summer,summer,  andand  dayday  andand  nightnight  shallshall  notnot  
ceasecease..””  



2 Corinthians 9:6 2 Corinthians 9:6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

66“But“But  thisthis  II  saysay::  HeHe  whowho  sowssows  sparinglysparingly  
willwill  alsoalso  reapreap  sparingly,sparingly,  andand  hehe  whowho  sowssows  
bountifullybountifully  willwill  alsoalso  reapreap  bountifullybountifully..””  



Proverbs 11:24Proverbs 11:24--25 25 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

2424“There“There  isis  oneone  whowho  scatters,scatters,  yetyet  
increasesincreases  more,more,  andand  therethere  isis  oneone  whowho  
withholdswithholds  moremore  thanthan  isis  rightright..  ButBut  itit  leadsleads  
toto  povertypoverty..””  



Proverbs 11:24Proverbs 11:24--25 25 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

2525“The“The  generousgenerous  soulsoul  willwill  bebe  mademade  rich,rich,  
andand  hehe  whowho  waterswaters  willwill  alsoalso  bebe  wateredwatered  
himselfhimself..””  



GIVING INCREASES! 
 

WITHHOLDING  
MORE THAN IS RIGHT  

LEADS TO POVERTY 
 

 



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

11“Cast“Cast  youryour  breadbread  uponupon  thethe  waters,waters,  forfor  
youyou  willwill  findfind  itit  afterafter  manymany  daysdays..””  



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

22“Give“Give  aa  servingserving  toto  seven,seven,  andand  alsoalso  toto  
eight,eight,  forfor  youyou  dodo  notnot  knowknow  whatwhat  evilevil  willwill  
bebe  onon  thethe  earthearth..””  



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

33“If“If  thethe  cloudsclouds  areare  fullfull  ofof  rain,rain,  theythey  
emptyempty  themselvesthemselves  uponupon  thethe  earthearth;;  andand  ifif  
aa  treetree  fallsfalls  toto  thethe  southsouth  oror  thethe  north,north,  inin  
thethe  placeplace  wherewhere  thethe  treetree  falls,falls,  therethere  itit  
shallshall  lielie..””  



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

44“He“He  whowho  observesobserves  thethe  windwind  willwill  notnot  
sow,sow,  andand  hehe  whowho  regardsregards  thethe  cloudsclouds  willwill  
notnot  reapreap..””  



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

55“As“As  youyou  dodo  notnot  knowknow  whatwhat  isis  thethe  wayway  ofof    
thethe  wind,wind,  oror  howhow  thethe  bonesbones  growgrow  inin  thethe  
wombwomb  ofof  herher  whowho  isis  withwith  child,child,  soso  youyou  dodo  
notnot  knowknow  thethe  worksworks  ofof  GodGod  WhoWho  makesmakes  
everythingeverything..””  



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

66“In“In  thethe  morningmorning  sowsow  youryour  seed,seed,  andand  inin  
thethe  eveningevening  dodo  notnot  withholdwithhold  youryour  handhand;;  
forfor  youyou  dodo  notnot  knowknow  whichwhich  willwill  prosper,prosper,  
eithereither  thisthis  oror  that,that,  oror  whetherwhether  bothboth  alikealike  
willwill  bebe  goodgood..””  



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

11“Cast“Cast  youryour  breadbread  uponupon  thethe  waters,waters,  forfor  
youyou  willwill  findfind  itit  afterafter  manymany  daysdays..””  



Proverbs 11:24Proverbs 11:24--25 25 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

2424“There“There  isis  oneone  whowho  scatters,scatters,  yetyet  
increasesincreases  more,more,  andand  therethere  isis  oneone  whowho  
withholdswithholds  moremore  thanthan  isis  rightright..  ButBut  itit  leadsleads  
toto  povertypoverty..””  



Proverbs 11:24Proverbs 11:24--25 25 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

2525“The“The  generousgenerous  soulsoul  willwill  bebe  mademade  rich,rich,  
andand  hehe  whowho  waterswaters  willwill  alsoalso  bebe  wateredwatered  
himselfhimself..””  



• Everything we sow we will reap: 
 

• Money 

• Possessions 

• Time 

• Prayers 

• Emotions  (Example: love or hate) 

• Strive 

 

 
 



• We will reap… 
    

     …whatever we sow (give) 

     …exactly what we sow 

     …in proportion to the measure we sow 
 

 
 



Galatians 6:6Galatians 6:6--9 9 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

66“Let“Let  himhim  whowho  isis  taughttaught  thethe  WordWord  shareshare  
inin  allall  goodgood  thingsthings  withwith  himhim  whowho  teaches,”teaches,”  



Galatians 6:6Galatians 6:6--9 9 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

77“Do“Do  notnot  bebe  deceived,deceived,  GodGod  isis  notnot  
mockedmocked;;  forfor  whateverwhatever  aa  manman  sows,sows,  thatthat  
hehe  willwill  alsoalso  reapreap..””  



Galatians 6:6Galatians 6:6--9 9 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

88“For“For  hehe  whowho  sowssows  toto  hishis  fleshflesh  willwill  ofof  thethe  
fleshflesh  reapreap  corruption,corruption,  butbut  hehe  whowho  sowssows  
toto  thethe  SpiritSpirit  willwill  ofof  thethe  SpiritSpirit  reapreap  
everlastingeverlasting  lifelife..””  



Galatians 6:6Galatians 6:6--9 9 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

99“And“And  letlet  usus  notnot  growgrow  wearyweary  whilewhile  doingdoing  
good,good,  forfor  inin  duedue  seasonseason  wewe  shallshall  reapreap  IFIF  
wewe  dodo  notnot  loselose  heartheart..””  



• Sowing and reaping takes time  
 

–  Seed, Time, and Harvest cannot be cheated 

–  There is a “due season” for our harvest 
 



• Sowing and reaping takes time  
 

– There is an appointed time when the 
harvest of our seed is due 

– It takes time for every seed to: 

• Germinate 
• Gestate, and  
• Become mature for harvest.  

 



• Seed, Time, and Harvest: 
 

– Those who:  

• Disagree,  

• Misunderstand, and/or  

• Become impatient  
 

BECOME WEARY AND  

ABORT THEIR HARVEST 
 



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

11“Cast“Cast  youryour  breadbread  uponupon  thethe  waters,waters,  forfor  
youyou  willwill  findfind  itit  afterafter  manymany  daysdays..””  



• Weariness (ekluo): 
 

– “Relax” 

• Not speaking of totally quitting 

• We must maintain the same intensity over a 
prolonged period of time. 

• Patience: endurance 
 



• Weariness (ekluo): 
 

–  Only comes over time 

–  No one becomes weary instantly 

 
 



WEARINESS 
TAKES PLACE IN THE 

HEART 
 



A WEARY HEART 
CAN BECOME 

HARDENED 



A HARDENED HEART 
CAN BE COME A 

STRONGHOLD 
AGAINST THE  

KNOWLEDGE OF GOD 

 
 



2 Corinthians 10:42 Corinthians 10:4--5 5 ( K J V )( K J V )   

44“(For“(For  thethe  weaponsweapons  ofof  ourour  warfarewarfare  areare  
notnot  carnal,carnal,  butbut  mightymighty  throughthrough  GodGod  toto  
thethe  pullingpulling  sownsown  strongholds)strongholds);;””  



2 Corinthians 10:42 Corinthians 10:4--5 5 ( K J V )( K J V )   

55“Casting“Casting  downdown  imaginationsimaginations,,  andand  everyevery  
highhigh  thingthing  thatthat  exaltethexalteth  itselfitself  againstagainst  thethe  
knowledgeknowledge  ofof  God,God,  andand  bringingbringing  intointo  
captivitycaptivity  everyevery  thoughtthought  toto  thethe  
obedienceobedience  ofof  ChristChrist;;””  



Mark 6:45Mark 6:45--52 52 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

4545“Immediately“Immediately  HeHe  mademade  HisHis  disciplesdisciples  getget  
intointo  aa  boatboat  andand  gogo  beforebefore  HimHim  toto  thethe  
otherother  side,side,  toto  Bethsaida,Bethsaida,  whilewhile  HeHe  sentsent  
thethe  multitudemultitude  awayaway..””  



Mark 6:45Mark 6:45--52 52 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

4646“And“And  whenwhen  HeHe  hadhad  sentsent  themthem  awayaway..  HeHe  
departeddeparted  toto  thethe  mountainmountain  toto  praypray..””  



Mark 6:45Mark 6:45--52 52 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

4747“Now“Now  whenwhen  eveningevening  came,came,  thethe  boatboat  
waswas  inin  thethe  middlemiddle  ofof  thethe  seasea;;  andand  HeHe  waswas  
alonealone  onon  thethe  landland..””  



Mark 6:45Mark 6:45--52 52 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

4848“The“The  HeHe  sawsaw  themthem  strainingstraining  atat  rowing,rowing,  
forfor  thethe  windwind  waswas  againstagainst  themthem..  NowNow  
aboutabout  thethe  fourthfourth  watchwatch  ofof  thethe  nightnight  HeHe  
camecame  toto  them,them,  walkingwalking  onon  thethe  sea,sea,  andand  
wouldwould  havehave  passedpassed  byby  themthem..””  



Mark 6:45Mark 6:45--52 52 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

4949“And“And  whenwhen  theythey  sawsaw  HimHim  walkingwalking  onon  
thethe  sea,sea,  theythey  supposedsupposed  itit  waswas  aa  ghost,ghost,  
andand  criedcried  outout;;””  



Mark 6:45Mark 6:45--52 52 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

5050“for“for  theythey  sawsaw  HimHim  andand  werewere  troubledtroubled..  
ButBut  immediatelyimmediately  HeHe  talkedtalked  withwith  themthem  
andand  saidsaid  toto  them,them,  ‘Be‘Be  ofof  goodgood  cheer!cheer!  ItIt  isis  
II;;  dodo  notnot  bebe  afraidafraid..’”’”  



Mark 6:45Mark 6:45--52 52 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

5151“Then“Then  HeHe  wentwent  intointo  thethe  boatboat  toto  them,them,  
andand  thethe  windwind  ceasedceased..  AndAnd  theythey  werewere  
greatlygreatly  amazedamazed  inin  themselvesthemselves  beyondbeyond  
measure,measure,  andand  marveledmarveled..””  



Mark 6:45Mark 6:45--52 52 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

5252“For“For  theythey  hadhad  notnot  understoodunderstood  aboutabout  
thethe  loaves,loaves,  becausebecause  theirtheir  heartheart  waswas  
hardenedhardened..””  



BEING SHOCKED,  
AMAZED AND SURPRISED  

AT A MIRACLE IS A  

HARDENED 
HEART 

 



WE SHOULD EXPECT  

MIRACLES 
 



WE DON’T  
EXPECT MIRACLES 

BECAUSE OUR 
HEARTS ARE  

HARDENED 
 



RELATING TO THE NATURAL  

MORE THAN THE SPIRITUAL IS A  

HARDENED 
HEART 

 



• HARDENED:   (Dictionary) 
 

– Cold 

– Insensitive 

– Unfeeling 

– Unyielding 
 



• God created us to have the ability to shut 
out any unwanted influences. 

 

–  This is our ‘defense mechanism’ 

– What was meant for good can work against 
us if misused 

 



A HARDENED HEART  

DULLS 
OUR ABILITY TO  

PERCEIVE AND UNDERSTAND 
 



Mark 8:14Mark 8:14--20 20 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1414“Now“Now  thethe  disciplesdisciples  hadhad  forgottenforgotten  toto  
taketake  bread,bread,  neitherneither  hadhad  theythey  inin  thethe  shipship    
withwith  themthem  moremore  thanthan  oneone  loafloaf..””  



Mark 8:14Mark 8:14--20 20 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1515“And“And  HeHe  chargedcharged  them,them,  saying,saying,  ‘Take‘Take  
heed,heed,  bewarebeware  ofof  thethe  leavenleaven  ofof  thethe  
Pharisees,Pharisees,  andand  ofof  thethe  leavenleaven  ofof  HerodHerod..’”’”  



Mark 8:14Mark 8:14--20 20 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1616“And“And  theythey  reasonedreasoned  amongamong  
themselves,themselves,  saying,saying,  itit  isis  becausebecause  wewe  havehave  
nono  breadbread..””  



Mark 8:14Mark 8:14--20 20 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1717“But“But  JesusJesus  beingbeing  awareaware  ofof  itit  said,said,  ‘Why‘Why  
dodo  youyou  reasonreason  becausebecause  youyou  havehave  nono  
bread?bread?  DoDo  youyou  notnot  yetyet  perceiveperceive  nornor  
understandunderstand??  IsIs  youryour  heartheart  stillstill  
hardenedhardened?’”?’”  



Mark 8:14Mark 8:14--20 20 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1818“‘Having“‘Having  eyes,eyes,  dodo  youyou  notnot  seesee??  AndAnd  
havinghaving  ears,ears,  dodo  youyou  notnot  hearhear??  AndAnd  dodo  
youyou  notnot  rememberremember?’”?’”  



Mark 8:14Mark 8:14--20 20 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1919“‘When“‘When  II  brokebroke  thethe  fivefive  loavesloaves  forfor  thethe  
fivefive  thousand,thousand,  howhow  manymany  basketsbaskets  fullfull  ofof  
fragmentsfragments  diddid  youyou  taketake  up?’up?’  TheyThey  saidsaid  toto  
Him,Him,  ‘Twelve‘Twelve..’”’”  



Mark 8:14Mark 8:14--20 20 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

2020“‘And,“‘And,  whenwhen  II  brokebroke  thethe  sevenseven  forfor  thethe  
fourfour  thousand,thousand,  howhow  manymany  largelarge  basketsbaskets  
fullfull  ofof  fragmentsfragments  diddid  youyou  taketake  up?’up?’  AndAnd  
theythey  said,said,  ‘Seven‘Seven..’”’”  



• A Hardened Heart… 
 

   …Unable to perceive  (v 17) 

   …Unable to understand  (v 17) 

   …Unable to see  (v 18) 

   …Unable to hear  (v 18) 

   …Unable to remember  (v 18) 
 



• A Hardened Heart cannot: 

– See spiritual Truth, AND/OR  

– Hear God speaking to them, AND/OR  

– Remember what God has done  
 



A HARDENED HEART 
TOWARD GOD 

CAN MAKE YOU 
SPIRITUALLY  

BLIND AND DEAF 
 



• Whatever you consider your heart 
becomes softened towards 

 

• Whatever you fail to consider your heart 
becomes hardened towards 



Mark 6:52 Mark 6:52 ( K J V )( K J V )   

5252“For“For  theythey  consideredconsidered  notnot  thethe  miraclemiracle  ofof  
thethe  loavesloaves::  forfor  theirtheir  heartheart  waswas  
hardenedhardened..””  



• To Consider:  (Dictionary) 
 

–  To study 

–  To ponder 

–  To deliberate 

–  To examine 

–  To think upon 

–  To meditate 

–  To focus 



NOT REMEMBERING 
IS A MAJOR CONDITION OF 

YOUR HEART 
 



• Sin did not cause their hearts to become 
hardened. 

 

• What they did not consider caused their 
hearts to become hardened. 



Hebrews 12:3 Hebrews 12:3 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

33“For“For  considerconsider  HimHim  WhoWho  enduredendured  suchsuch  
hostilityhostility  fromfrom  sinnerssinners  againstagainst  Himself,Himself,  
lestlest  youyou  becomebecome  wearyweary  andand  discourageddiscouraged  
inin  youryour  soulssouls..””  



3 John 1:2 3 John 1:2 ( K J V )( K J V )   

22“Beloved,“Beloved,  II  wishwish  aboveabove  allall  thingsthings  thatthat  
thouthou  prosperprosper  andand  bebe  inin  health,health,  eveneven  asas  
thythy  soulsoul  prosperethprospereth..””  



Romans 4:18Romans 4:18--21 21 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1818“Who,“Who,  contrarycontrary  toto  hope,hope,  inin  hopehope  
believedbelieved,,  soso  thatthat  hehe  becamebecame  thethe  fatherfather  
ofof  manymany  nations,nations,  accordingaccording  toto  whatwhat  waswas  
spoken,spoken,  ‘So‘So  shallshall  youryour  descendentsdescendents  bebe..’”’”  



Romans 4:18Romans 4:18--21 21 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1919“And“And  notnot  beingbeing  weakweak  inin  faith,faith,  hehe  diddid  
notnot  considerconsider  hishis  ownown  body,body,  alreadyalready  deaddead  
(since(since  hehe  waswas  aboutabout  aa  hundredhundred  yearsyears  
old),old),  andand  thethe  deadnessdeadness  ofof  Sarah’sSarah’s  
wombwomb..””  



Romans 4:18Romans 4:18--21 21 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

2020““HeHe  diddid  notnot  waverwaver  atat  thethe  promisepromise  ofof  
GodGod  throughthrough  unbelief,unbelief,  butbut  waswas  
strengthenedstrengthened  inin  faithfaith,,  givinggiving  gloryglory  toto  
GodGod..””  



Romans 4:18Romans 4:18--21 21 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

2121“And“And  beingbeing  fullyfully  convincedconvinced  thatthat  whatwhat  
HeHe  hadhad  promisedpromised  HeHe  waswas  alsoalso  ableable  toto  
performperform..””  



• A Hardened Heart… 
 

   …Unable to perceive  (v 17) 

   …Unable to understand  (v 17) 

   …Unable to see  (v 18) 

   …Unable to hear  (v 18) 

   …Unable to remember  (v 18) 
 



• Whatever you consider your heart 
becomes softened towards 

 

• Whatever you fail to consider your heart 
becomes hardened towards 



Mark 6:52 Mark 6:52 ( K J V )( K J V )   

5252“For“For  theythey  consideredconsidered  notnot  thethe  miraclemiracle  ofof  
thethe  loavesloaves::  forfor  theirtheir  heartheart  waswas  
hardenedhardened..””  



• You can reverse these same principles of 
considering and become hardened 
towards: 

  

–  The devil 

–  mammon 

–  Unbelief 

–  Sin 

–  Sickness 

–  Lack 



YOU HAVE THE POWER  
TO CONSIDER  

WHAT YOUR HEART WILL  

ACCEPT AND REJECT 



Galatians 6:8 Galatians 6:8 ( K J V )( K J V )   

88“For“For  hehe  whowho  sowssows  toto  hishis  fleshflesh  willwill  ofof  thethe  
fleshflesh  reapreap  corruption,corruption,  butbut  hehe  whowho  sowssows  
toto  thethe  SpiritSpirit  willwill  ofof  thethe  SpiritSpirit  reapreap  
everlastingeverlasting  lifelife..””  



Romans 8:6 Romans 8:6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

66“For“For  toto  bebe  carnallycarnally  mindedminded  isis  death,death,  butbut  
toto  bebe  spirituallyspiritually  mindedminded  isis  lifelife  andand  
peacepeace..””  



Proverbs 23:7 Proverbs 23:7 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

77“For“For  asas  hehe  thinksthinks  inin  hishis  heartheart  soso  isis  hehe......””  



Galatians 6:9 Galatians 6:9 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

99“And“And  letlet  usus  notnot  growgrow  wearyweary  whilewhile  doingdoing  
good,good,  forfor  inin  duedue  seasonseason  wewe  shallshall  reapreap  ifif  
wewe  dodo  notnot  loselose  heartheart..””  



• The Promise of reaping is conditional on 
us not fainting 

 

• Weariness and discouragement are the 
results of what we consider in our minds. 
 



• Many people are still going through the 
motions of believing God but are faint in 
their minds. 

 

• Be not deceived, God is not mocked 

 

• Faith is not a respecter of persons (law) 

 
 



3 John 1:4 3 John 1:4 ( K J V )( K J V )   

44“I“I  havehave  nono  greatergreater  joyjoy  thanthan  toto  hearhear  thatthat  
mymy  childrenchildren  walkwalk  inin  TruthTruth..””  



Hebrews 11:6 Hebrews 11:6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

66“But“But  withoutwithout  faithfaith  itit  isis  impossibleimpossible  toto  
pleaseplease  HimHim,,  forfor  hehe  whowho  comescomes  toto  GodGod  
mustmust  believebelieve  thatthat  HeHe  is,is,  andand  thatthat  HeHe  isis  aa  
rewarderrewarder  ofof  thosethose  whowho  diligentlydiligently  seekseek  
GodGod..””  



Hebrews 12:1Hebrews 12:1--3 3 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

11“Therefore“Therefore  WEWE  ALSOALSO,,  sincesince  wewe  areare  
surroundedsurrounded  byby  soso  greatgreat  aa  cloudcloud  ofof  
witnesses,witnesses,  letlet  usus  laylay  asideaside  everyevery  weight,weight,  
andand  THETHE  sinsin  whichwhich  soso  easilyeasily  ensnaresensnares  usus,,  
andand  letlet  usus  runrun  withwith  ENDURANCEENDURANCE  thethe  racerace  
thatthat  isis  setset  beforebefore  usus..””  



Hebrews 12:1Hebrews 12:1--3 3 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

22““LookingLooking  untounto  JesusJesus,,  thethe  AuthorAuthor  andand  
FinisherFinisher  ofof  ourour  faithfaith……””  



Hebrews 12:1Hebrews 12:1--3 3 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

33“For“For  considerconsider  HimHim  WhoWho  enduredendured  suchsuch  
hostilityhostility  fromfrom  sinnerssinners  againstagainst  Himself,Himself,  
lestlest  youyou  becomebecome  wearyweary  andand  discourageddiscouraged  
inin  youryour  soulssouls..””  



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

11“Cast“Cast  youryour  breadbread  uponupon  thethe  waters,waters,  forfor  
youyou  willwill  findfind  itit  afterafter  manymany  daysdays..””  



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

22“Give“Give  aa  servingserving  toto  seven,seven,  andand  alsoalso  toto  
eight,eight,  forfor  youyou  dodo  notnot  knowknow  whatwhat  evilevil  willwill  
bebe  onon  thethe  earthearth..””  



• Value of Multiple Investments 

 

• Share our blessings w/ others generously 
with however many people we can.  
 



2 Corinthians 9:10 2 Corinthians 9:10 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1010“Now“Now  maymay  HeHe  WhoWho  suppliessupplies  seedseed  toto  
thethe  sowersower,,  andand  breadbread  forfor  food,food,  supplysupply  
andand  MULTIPLYMULTIPLY  thethe  seedseed  youyou  havehave  sownsown  
andand  INCREASEINCREASE  thethe  fruitsfruits  ofof  youryour  
righteousnessrighteousness..””  



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

33“If“If  thethe  cloudsclouds  areare  fullfull  ofof  rain,rain,  theythey  
emptyempty  themselvesthemselves  uponupon  thethe  earthearth;;  andand  ifif  
aa  treetree  fallsfalls  toto  thethe  southsouth  oror  thethe  north,north,  inin  
thethe  placeplace  wherewhere  thethe  treetree  falls,falls,  therethere  itit  
shallshall  lielie..””  



Duh! 
The Language of faith:  EXPECTATION! 



Proverbs 11:24 Proverbs 11:24 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

2424“There“There  isis  oneone  whowho  scatters,scatters,  yetyet  
increasesincreases  more,more,  andand  therethere  isis  oneone  whowho  
withholdswithholds  moremore  thanthan  isis  rightright..  ButBut  itit  leadsleads  
toto  povertypoverty..””  



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

33“If“If  thethe  cloudsclouds  areare  fullfull  ofof  rain,rain,  theythey  
emptyempty  themselvesthemselves  uponupon  thethe  earthearth;;  andand  ifif  
aa  treetree  fallsfalls  toto  thethe  southsouth  oror  thethe  north,north,  inin  
thethe  placeplace  wherewhere  thethe  treetree  falls,falls,  therethere  itit  
shallshall  lielie..””  



• Natural Illustrations: 

1. Water Evaporation Cycle 

 Water evaporates from ocean and forms clouds 

 Clouds rain water back to the earth 

 By rivers, water flows back to the ocean 

 

 If the clouds do not give rain they would not 
reform the seas – the Cycle would be broken. 

 



• Natural Illustrations: 

2. Decomposition Cycle 

 A Tree falls and decomposes over time 

 The tree returns to the earth 

 To provide nourishment for new trees. 

 

 None of us are to hoard all God gives us and 
keep it for ourselves – we are to share. 

 



• When we withhold more than we should 
and fail to give to others: 

  

–  We hurt ourselves 

–  We break the cycle 

 

• Only in giving do we maintain the cycle 
and allow God to refill us. 
 



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

44“He“He  whowho  observesobserves  thethe  windwind  willwill  notnot  
sow,sow,  andand  hehe  whowho  regardsregards  thethe  cloudsclouds  willwill  
notnot  reapreap..””  



• Those who wait for the perfect weather 
will never sow – thus they will never reap 

 

• There are risks in sowing and reaping 

– If we wait until there are no risks we will 
never step out. 

– We will never un-tether from the dock. 

 



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

55“As“As  youyou  dodo  notnot  knowknow  whatwhat  isis  thethe  wayway  ofof    
thethe  wind,wind,  oror  howhow  thethe  bonesbones  growgrow  inin  thethe  
wombwomb  ofof  herher  whowho  isis  withwith  child,child,  soso  youyou  dodo  
notnot  knowknow  thethe  worksworks  ofof  GodGod  WhoWho  makesmakes  
everythingeverything..””  



• Stop making excuses, just as… 
 

–  Casting your bread on the water will return 

–  Rain from clouds will evaporate 

–  A fallen tree will decompose  

 

WHATEVER YOU SOW 
WILL RETURN TO YOU 



Galatians 6:7 Galatians 6:7 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

77“Do“Do  notnot  bebe  deceived,deceived,  GodGod  isis  notnot  
mockedmocked;;  forfor  whateverwhatever  aa  manman  sowssows,,  thatthat  
hehe  willwill  alsoalso  reapreap..””  



2 Corinthians 9:10 2 Corinthians 9:10 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1010“Now“Now  maymay  HeHe  WhoWho  suppliessupplies  seedseed  toto  
thethe  sowersower,,  andand  breadbread  forfor  food,food,  supplysupply  
andand  multiplymultiply  thethe  seedseed  youyou  havehave  sownsown  
andand  increaseincrease  thethe  fruitsfruits  ofof  youryour  
righteousnessrighteousness..””  



Philippians 4:17 Philippians 4:17 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1717“Not“Not  thatthat  II  seekseek  thethe  gift,gift,  butbut  II  seekseek  thethe  
fruitfruit  thatthat  aboundsabounds  toto  youryour  accountaccount..””  



• As pastors: Do we trust in the…  
 

…Fear of man?   OR  

…Word of God? 
 



• Many pastors deprive the people by not 
encouraging tithes and offerings  

 

• They don’t want to 

– Be/appear selfish 

– Promote themselves 

– Teach Law 

 

 
 



2 Corinthians 12:13 2 Corinthians 12:13 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1313“For“For  whatwhat  isis  itit  inin  whichwhich  youyou  werewere  
inferiorinferior  toto  otherother  churches,churches,  exceptexcept  thatthat  II  
myselfmyself  waswas  notnot  burdensomeburdensome  toto  youyou??  
ForgiveForgive  meme  thisthis  wrongwrong!!””  



• The only thing that Paul did not do in 
the Corinthian church  

• That he did in other churches: 
 

– Was be a financial burden 

– By requesting financial support 

 

PAUL SAID HE WAS WRONG! 
 



• Paul was pleased that the church in Philippi 
had sent him money… 

 

– Not because he was full  (v. 18) 

– He was content before they gave gifts (v. 11) 

– He knew how it would produce…  
 

FRUIT THAT MAY  
ABOUND TO THEIR ACCOUNT 

 



• It is important to know: 
  

– Our giving never leaves our lives  

– It is deposited into our spiritual accounts 

 

GIVING IS FRUITFULNESS  
INTO OUR ACCOUNT  

 



Mark 10:29Mark 10:29--30 30 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

2929“So“So  JesusJesus  answeredanswered  andand  said,said,  
‘Assuredly,‘Assuredly,  II  saysay  toto  you,you,  therethere  isis  nono  oneone  
whowho  hashas  leftleft  househouse  oror  brothersbrothers  oror  sisterssisters  
oror  fatherfather  oror  mothermother  oror  wifewife  oror  childrenchildren  oror  
lands,lands,  forfor  MyMy  sakesake  andand  thethe  Gospel’sGospel’s,”,”  



Mark 10:29Mark 10:29--30 30 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

3030““whowho  shallshall  notnot  receivereceive  aa  hundredfoldhundredfold  
nownow  inin  thisthis  timetime——houseshouses  andand  brothersbrothers  
andand  sisterssisters  andand  mothersmothers  andand  childrenchildren  andand  
lands,lands,  withwith  persecutionspersecutions  andand  inin  thethe  ageage  
toto  come,come,  eternaleternal  lifelife..””  



WHATEVER WE SOW FOR  
HIS SAKE AND THE GOSPEL’S  

WE WILL RECEIVE  
A 100-FOLD RETURN  

IN THIS LIFE! 
 



Ecclesiastes 11:1Ecclesiastes 11:1--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

66““InIn  thethe  morningmorning  sowsow  youryour  seed,seed,  andand  inin  
thethe  eveningevening  dodo  notnot  withholdwithhold  youryour  handhand;;  
forfor  youyou  dodo  notnot  knowknow  whichwhich  willwill  prosper,prosper,  
eithereither  thisthis  oror  that,that,  oror  whetherwhether  bothboth  alikealike  
willwill  bebe  goodgood..””  



2 Corinthians 9:62 Corinthians 9:6--11 11 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

66“But“But  thisthis  II  saysay::  HeHe  whowho  sowssows  sparinglysparingly  
willwill  alsoalso  reapreap  sparingly,sparingly,  andand  hehe  whowho  sowssows  
bountifullybountifully  willwill  alsoalso  reapreap  bountifullybountifully..””  



2 Corinthians 9:62 Corinthians 9:6--11 11 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

77“So“So  letlet  eacheach  oneone  givegive  asas  hehe  purposespurposes  inin  
hishis  heart,heart,  notnot  grudginglygrudgingly  oror  ofof  necessitynecessity;;  
forfor  GodGod  lovesloves  aa  cheerfulcheerful  givergiver..””  



2 Corinthians 9:62 Corinthians 9:6--11 11 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

88“And“And  GodGod  isis  ableable  toto  makemake  allall  gracegrace  
aboundabound  towardtoward  youyou,,  thatthat  you,you,  alwaysalways  
havinghaving  allall  sufficiencysufficiency  inin  allall  things,things,  maymay  
havehave  anan  abundanceabundance  forfor  everyevery  goodgood  
workwork..””  



2 Corinthians 9:62 Corinthians 9:6--11 11 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

99“As“As  itit  isis  writtenwritten::  ‘He‘He  hashas  disperseddispersed  
abroad,abroad,  HeHe  hashas  givengiven  toto  thethe  poorpoor;;  HisHis  
righteousnessrighteousness  enduresendures  foreverforever..’”’”  



2 Corinthians 9:62 Corinthians 9:6--11 11 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1010“Now“Now  maymay  HeHe  WhoWho  suppliessupplies  seedseed  toto  
thethe  sowersower,,  andand  breadbread  forfor  food,food,  supplysupply  
andand  multiplymultiply  thethe  seedseed  youyou  havehave  sownsown  
andand  increaseincrease  thethe  fruitsfruits  ofof  youryour  
righteousnessrighteousness..””  



2 Corinthians 9:62 Corinthians 9:6--11 11 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1111“While“While  youyou  areare  enrichedenriched  inin  everythingeverything  
forfor  allall  liberality,liberality,  whichwhich  causescauses  
thanksgivingthanksgiving  throughthrough  usus  toto  GodGod..””  



• When we give:  
 

– It releases grace that abounds 

– Increases the fruits of our righteousness 

– We have an abundance for every good 
work. 

– He gives seed to sowers 

 



• God is not after your finances… 
 

GOD IS AFTER  
YOUR HEART! 

 

 



1 Corinthians 13:21 Corinthians 13:2--3 3 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

22“And“And  thoughthough  II  havehave  thethe  giftgift  ofof  prophecy,prophecy,  
andand  understandunderstand  allall  mysteriesmysteries  andand  allall  
knowledge,knowledge,  andand  thoughthough  II  havehave  faithfaith  toto  
movemove  mountains,mountains,  butbut  havehave  notnot  love,love,  II  
amam  nothingnothing..””  



1 Corinthians 13:21 Corinthians 13:2--3 3 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

33“And“And  thoughthough  II  bestowbestow  allall  ofof  mymy  goodsgoods  toto  
feedfeed  thethe  poorpoor,,  andand  thoughthough  II  givegive  mymy  bodybody  
toto  bebe  burnedburned  butbut  havehave  notnot  love,love,  itit  
profitsprofits  meme  nothingnothing..””  



Romans 5:8 Romans 5:8 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

88“But“But  GodGod  demonstrateddemonstrated  HisHis  OwnOwn  lovelove  
towardtoward  us,us,  inin  thatthat  whilewhile  wewe  werewere  stillstill  
sinners,sinners,  ChristChrist  dieddied  forfor  usus..””  



Romans 13:8 Romans 13:8 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

88“Owe“Owe  nono  oneone  anythinganything  exceptexcept  toto  lovelove  
oneone  anotheranother,,  forfor  hehe  whowho  lovesloves  anotheranother  
hashas  fulfilledfulfilled  thethe  lawlaw..””  



2 John 1:52 John 1:5--6 6 ( N LT )( N LT )   

55“I“I  amam  writingwriting  toto  remindremind  you,you,  deardear  
friends,friends,  thatthat  wewe  shouldshould  lovelove  oneone  
anotheranother..  ThisThis  isis  notnot  aa  newnew  
commandment,commandment,  butbut  oneone  wewe  havehave  heardheard  
fromfrom  thethe  beginningbeginning..””  



2 John 1:52 John 1:5--6 6 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

66“Love“Love  meansmeans  doingdoing  whatwhat  GodGod  hashas  
commandedcommanded  us,us,  andand  HeHe  hashas  commandedcommanded  
usus  toto  lovelove  oneone  anotheranother,,  justjust  asas  youyou  heardheard  
fromfrom  thethe  beginningbeginning..””  



Acts 4:34Acts 4:34--35 35 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

3434“Nor“Nor  waswas  therethere  anyoneanyone  amongamong  themthem  
whowho  lackedlacked;;  forfor  allall  whowho  werewere  possessorspossessors  
ofof  landslands  oror  houseshouses  soldsold  them,them,  andand  
broughtbrought  thethe  proceedsproceeds  ofof  thethe  thingsthings  thatthat  
werewere  sold,”sold,”  



Acts 4:34Acts 4:34--35 35 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

3535“and“and  laidlaid  themthem  atat  thethe  apostles’apostles’  feet,feet,  
andand  theythey  distributeddistributed  toto  eacheach  asas  anyoneanyone  
hadhad  needneed..””  



• The early Church demonstrated True 
Love (agape) 

– Everyone’s needs were met 

 

• Ananias and Sapphira pretended to give 
the total amount to the Church 

– For the purpose of receiving praise 

– Acts 5:1-11 

 



1 Corinthians 13:21 Corinthians 13:2--3 3 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

33“And“And  thoughthough  II  bestowbestow  allall  ofof  mymy  goodsgoods  toto  
feedfeed  thethe  poorpoor,,  andand  thoughthough  II  givegive  mymy  bodybody  
toto  bebe  burnedburned  butbut  havehave  notnot  love,love,  itit  
profitsprofits  meme  nothingnothing..””  



Matthew 6:1Matthew 6:1--4 4 ( N LT )( N LT )   

11“’Watch“’Watch  out!out!  Don’tDon’t  dodo  youryour  goodgood  deedsdeeds  
publicly,publicly,  toto  bebe  admiredadmired  byby  othersothers,,  forfor  
youyou  willwill  loselose  thethe  rewardreward  fromfrom  youryour  
FatherFather  inin  heavenheaven..’’  ””  



Matthew 6:1Matthew 6:1--4 4 ( N LT )( N LT )   

22“’When“’When  youyou  givegive  toto  someonesomeone  inin  need,need,  
don’tdon’t  dodo  asas  thethe  hypocriteshypocrites  dodo——blowingblowing  
trumpetstrumpets  inin  thethe  synagoguessynagogues  andand  streetsstreets  
toto  callcall  attentionattention  toto  theirtheir  actsacts  ofof  charity!charity!  II  
telltell  you,you,  theythey  havehave  receivedreceived  allall  thethe  
rewardreward  theythey  willwill  everever  getget..’’  ””  



Matthew 6:1Matthew 6:1--4 4 ( N LT )( N LT )   

33“’But“’But  whenwhen  youyou  givegive  toto  someonesomeone  inin  
need,need,  don’tdon’t  letlet  youryour  leftleft  handhand  knowknow  whatwhat  
youryour  rightright  handhand  isis  doingdoing..’’  ””  



Matthew 6:1Matthew 6:1--4 4 ( N LT )( N LT )   

44“’Give“’Give  giftsgifts  inin  private,private,  andand  youryour  Father,Father,  
WhoWho  seessees  everything,everything,  willwill  rewardreward  youyou..’’  ””  



• If you want the glory of men 

–  Then that is all you will ever receive. 

 

• However, it is biblical to give in private 

–  Expecting a reward from God. 
 



• You can cancel out your harvest if your 
heart is not right. 

 

OUR MOTIVES 
DO MATTER 

 



• God is not after your finances… 
 

GOD IS AFTER  
YOUR HEART! 

 

 



• HYPOCRISY:  
 

– DICTIONARY: “the practice of professing 
beliefs, feelings, or virtues that one does 
not hold or possess; falseness.” 

 

– GREEK:  Pretending on stage. 

 

 

 

 



• HYPOCRISY:  
 

– When we do something pretending to 
please God when in reality we are play-
acting. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



• Not HYPOCRISY:  
 

– Doing what God wants us to do,  OR  

– Doing unto others what we want them to 
do to us  (Matthew 7:12) 

 

– EVEN THOUGH WE MAY NOT FEEL LIKE IT 

 

 

 



• Not HYPOCRISY:  (EXAMPLE)  
 

– Jesus did not like going to the cross. 

 

– Jesus died seeking the welfare and benefit 
of the world! 

 

 

 



THE MOTIVES  
OF THE HEART 
 ARE MORE IMPORTANT  

THAN OUR ACTIONS 



2 Corinthians 9:7 2 Corinthians 9:7 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

77“So“So  letlet  eacheach  oneone  givegive  asas  hehe  purposespurposes  inin  
hishis  heart,heart,  notnot  grudginglygrudgingly  oror  ofof  necessitynecessity;;  
forfor  GodGod  lovesloves  aa  cheerfulcheerful  givergiver..””  



• Giving (including tithing) should be: 
 

– An act of worship 

– Thanksgiving 

– Acknowledging God as our Source 

– Act of faith 

– Act of honor 

– Act of humility 

– Seed you sow  
 

 

 

 



Mark 12:41Mark 12:41--4444   
4141“Now“Now  JesusJesus  satsat  oppositeopposite  thethe  treasurytreasury  
andand  sawsaw  howhow  thethe  peoplepeople  putput  moneymoney  intointo  
thethe  treasurytreasury..  AndAnd  manymany  whowho  werewere  richrich  
putput  inin  muchmuch..””  



Mark 12:41Mark 12:41--4444   
4242“Then“Then  oneone  poorpoor  widowwidow  camecame  andand  
threwthrew  inin  twotwo  mites,mites,  whichwhich  makemake  aa  
quadransquadrans..””  



Mark 12:41Mark 12:41--4444   
4343“So“So  HeHe  calledcalled  HisHis  disciplesdisciples  toto  HimselfHimself  
andand  saidsaid  toto  them,them,  ‘Assuredly,‘Assuredly,  II  saysay  toto  youyou  
thatthat  thisthis  poorpoor  widowwidow  hashas  putput  moremore  thanthan  
allall  thosethose  whowho  havehave  givengiven  toto  thethe  
treasurytreasury..’”’”  



Mark 12:41Mark 12:41--4444   
4444“‘For“‘For  theythey  allall  putput  inin  outout  ofof  theirtheir  
abundance,abundance,  butbut  sheshe  outout  ofof  herher  povertypoverty  
putput  inin  allall  thatthat  sheshe  had,had,  herher  wholewhole  
livelihoodlivelihood..’”’”  



• mammon will not allow you to give like 
the widow. 

 

• Jesus watched how people gave. 
 

– The heart matters  

– Not the amount 

 
 

 

 

 



• God sees our giving 

 

• We need to see giving as God sees it. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



2 Corinthians 9:7 2 Corinthians 9:7 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

77“So“So  letlet  eacheach  oneone  givegive  asas  hehe  purposespurposes  inin  
hishis  heartheart,,  notnot  grudginglygrudgingly  oror  ofof  necessitynecessity;;  
forfor  GodGod  lovesloves  aa  cheerfulcheerful  givergiver..””  



• It is good to give from the heart… 
 

– Cheerfully 

– Bountifully 

– Generously 

– Not reluctantly 

– Not under pressure 

– Not out of debt 

 

 
 

 



2 Corinthians 8:12 2 Corinthians 8:12 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1212“For“For  ifif  therethere  isis  firstfirst  aa  willingwilling  mindmind,,  itit  isis  
acceptedaccepted  accordingaccording  toto  whatwhat  oneone  has,has,  andand  
notnot  accordingaccording  toto  whatwhat  hehe  doesdoes  notnot  havehave..””  



• This verse could be turned around and 
still retain its Truth: 

 

“If there is not a willing mind, then 
the gift will not be accepted 
regardless of the amount.” 

 

 

 
 

 



• The emphasis is on the motive, not the 
amount 

 

• God is not into debt or deficit giving  

 

• He only asks us to give what we have 
 

 
 

 

 



• This is not an excuse…  
 

    …to never give   OR 

    …to give only if we have extra 

 

• Our tithe should be our first fruits.  
 

 
 

 

 

 



Proverbs 3:9Proverbs 3:9--10 10 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

99“Honor“Honor  thethe  LordLord  withwith  youryour  possessions,possessions,  
andand  withwith  thethe  firstfirst  fruitsfruits  ofof  allall  youryour  
increaseincrease::””  



Proverbs 3:9Proverbs 3:9--10 10 ( N K J V )( N K J V )   

1010“So“So  youryour  barnsbarns  willwill  bebe  filledfilled  withwith  
plenty,plenty,  andand  youryour  vatsvats  willwill  overflowoverflow  withwith  
newnew  winewine..””  



• We give from within our means 

 

• We honor, serve and worship Him from 
what we do have 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



• We should not be foolish, trying to 
impress God 

 

• God is not looking at the size of the gift 
but the heart of the giver  

 

 
 

 

 

 



• God is not after your finances… 
 

GOD IS AFTER  
YOUR HEART! 

 

 



• Do not let anyone ever condemn you 
into giving 

 

• There is a difference between being 
taught the Truth and being pressured 

 

 
 

 

 

 



• As the pastor of this church:  
 

– I don’t want anyone to ever give out 
of a ‘debt they owe!’  

 

– But as a seed that they sow! 



3 John 1:4 3 John 1:4 ( K J V )( K J V )   

44“I“I  havehave  nono  greatergreater  joyjoy  thanthan  toto  hearhear  thatthat  
mymy  childrenchildren  walkwalk  inin  TruthTruth..””  




